Name ____________________                        Date _______________________

Literary Essay Assignment: The Kite Runner

A literary or analytical essay requires you to read, analyze, and come to terms with the meaning of a piece of literature. This form of essay demands you show your understanding of how and why the work is put together. This requires you focus on such elements as plot structure, conflicts, character, literary devices, subtext, and show how the inform some of the themes in the novel.
While developing your thesis you must adopt a viewpoint on the work in question and show how the details of the work support your viewpoint.  Although this type of essay often requires a combination of your opinions and references to the criticisms of others, for this particular assignment you are to focus solely on your own interpretation of the text.

AUDIENCE:  someone who has read the novel, but wants to understand it on a deeper, more intellectual level. 

PURPOSE: to interpret the meaning of a work and the techniques by which that meaning is revealed.
Your essay must include the following:

· A well thought out and clear thesis 

· A minimum of FOUR paragraphs (introduction, 2 body, conclusion)

· Specific examples and quotes from the text

· Clear and effective analysis 

· A properly formatted page (we will review this in class), along with an interesting and appropriate title 

· Proper MLA format for citations within the text

· Along with your final draft, please submit all of your rough work 

Topics: Please choose from the essay topics below.  If you wish to write about a topic that does not appear on the list, please speak to me.  

1. Novels are often excellent studies in family relationships.  What does The Kite Runner reveal about these relationships?  Use specific evidence from the text to support your response.

2. What does the novel say about gender inequality or sexism?

3. Many of the characters in The Kite Runner are flat and therefore function as symbols. Select one of these symbolic characters and explain his or her purpose in the novel.

4. Explore the way in which courage is portrayed in the novel. What constitutes true bravery and how is this illustrated in the novel?

5. Examine the concept of circularity in the novel.  How is circularity connected to the theme of redemption?

6. What role does sacrifice play in the novel? 

7. What constitutes forgiveness? Examine the relationships between the various characters and how this forgiveness is or can be achieved.
8. A topic of your choosing; have it approved by me please, thanks
Tips and Reminders:

